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Read	Matthew	9:1-8	and	the	parallel	account	in	Luke	5:17-26.	
	
The	paralyzed	man	and	his	friends	believed	that	Jesus	had	the	ability,	the	authority,	and	the	
kindness	to	heal	him.	Their	faith	fueled	their	committed	and	dramatic	action	to	get	to	the	
feet	of	Jesus.	Jesus	watched	their	faith	play	out	in	real-time;	he	saw	their	faith	in	their	
action.	
	

• What	does	this	tell	us	about	the	relationship	between	faith	and	action?	
• Are	there	areas	in	your	life	where	inaction	or	wrong	action	might	be	revealing	a	lack	

of	faith	in	Jesus?	What	would	it	look	like	for	you	to	begin	to	take	faith-filled	action	
this	week?	

• The	paralyzed	man	had	believing	friends	who	helped	support	his	faith.	How	do	your	
closest	friends	support	your	faith?	How	can	you	support	the	faith	of	your	closest	
friends?		

	
The	scribes	were	intelligent,	educated	religious	people,	but	they	were	more	concerned	with	
the	religious	traditions	of	men	than	the	very	Word	of	God.	They	were	ignorant	about	who	
Jesus	truly	was	and	what	He	had	truly	come	to	do.	Thus,	in	their	attempt	to	defend	God	they	
actually	offended	God.	
	

• How	might	this	be	a	warning	to	us?	How	might	we	be	tempted	to	live	by	the	
traditions	of	men	and	not	the	Word	of	God?	

• In	what	ways	might	we	offend	God	as	we	try	to	defend	Him?	
	
In	His	encounter	with	the	paralyzed	man,	Jesus	shows	us	that	He	has	the	authority	both	to	
fix	sickness	and	to	forgive	sin.	But	fixing	sickness	wasn’t	His	primary	goal;	forgiving	sin	was	
His	primary	goal.	Jesus	acted	to	fix	sickness	to	prove	the	He	could	forgive	sin.	The	healing	
was	like	a	sign	that	pointed	to	something	bigger	and	better.	The	greatest,	most	enduring	
thing	that	Jesus	could	do	for	us	is	to	forgive	our	sins.	
	

• When	we	are	sick	–	or	someone	we	know	is	sick	–	how	do	we	demonstrate	faith	in	
Jesus’s	authority	to	fix	sickness?	

• If	Jesus	doesn’t	heal	us	or	our	friends	on	this	earth,	what	comfort	do	we	have	in	
knowing	that	Jesus	has	forgiven	our	sins	and	given	us	the	hope	of	heaven?	

• Are	the	promises	of	the	Gospel	for	this	life?	Or	for	the	next	one?	Or	some	of	both?	
Explain.	

	
Application	

	
• What	might	it	look	like	for	you	to	live	with	a	faith	that	can	be	seen	this	week?	



• What	might	it	look	like	for	Jesus’s	authority	to	command	your	awe	this	week?	
• How	might	Jesus’s	words	be	a	comfort	to	you	this	week:	“Take	heart,	my	son	(my	

daughter);	your	sins	are	forgiven.”?	


