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The Cross
Read 2 Samuel 7:12-17. Then, read Mark 15:16-37.

God had promised King David that He would raise up one of David’s heirs to be a Jewish King
and to establish his throne forever. Jesus was the Promised King, but He was not the King that
the Jews expected - and His Kingdom was different than what they imagined, too.

e How were Jesus and His Kingdom different than the common Jewish conceptions of
the Messiah and the Kingdom in His time?
e How can Jesus and His Kingdom be different from our common conceptions today?

Read Psalm 22:1-18.
e What parallels do you see between Psalm 22 and Jesus'’s crucifixion?

Remember, the Old Testament is an important part of God’s revelation. The Old Testament
helps us better understand Jesus; Jesus helps us better understand the Old Testament. Jesus
came to fulfill the Old Testament.

At the cross, the Father poured out His perfectly just wrath against our sin on His Son.
Jesus endured the cross for us. He willingly offered Himself as a substitute; to stand in our
place and to receive the consequences we deserved for our sin.

e Does the cross stir your affection for Jesus? How do we keep the cross from
becoming “old news” in our hearts?

The Curtain

Read Psalm 22:27-28. Then, read Mark 15:38-39.

e What is the symbolic significance of the torn curtain and how does Mark’s
immediate reference to the centurion help us understand that significance?

Read Hebrews 10:19-23.

e What does it look like, practically speaking, to draw near to God with a true heart in
full assurance of faith in an ongoing way?

e Do you tend to approach God with confidence and full assurance? Or do you tend to
approach God with fear, shame, a sense of entitlement, or a burdensome sense of
duty?



e Why can we approach God with confidence and full assurance?
The Call
Read Mark 16:1-8.

By leaving the ending open, Mark invites us, the readers, to jump right into the story; to jump
right into this Gospel of Jesus Christ that is still saving, redeeming and restoring people all
across the face of earth today.

e Who are the people God has put around you this week that you can “go and tell”?

e How can we find comfort in knowing that Mary, Mary, and Salome were initially
fearful and silent, yet God eventually used their Gospel proclamation to be the first
in a long line of proclamations that leads to today?

e How can we move past our own fear and be obedient to proclaim the Risen King in
our generation?



